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Daring & Dynamic

President’s rule imposed in U’khand
Governor KK Paul had described Political situation in the hill sate as volatile

New Delhi: Uttarakhand was 
brought under President's rule 
by the Centre on grounds of 
"breakdown of governance" in 
a controversial decision which 
comes in the wake of a political 
crisis triggered by a rebellion in 
the ruling Congress.

President Pranab Mukherjee 
signed the proclamation under 

Art 356 of the Constitution dis-
missing the Congress govern-
ment headed by Harish Rawat 
and placing the Assembly under 
suspended animation this morn-
ing on the recommendation of 
the Union Cabinet.

The Cabinet had held an emer-
gency meeting here last night 
presided over by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, who had cut 
short a visit to Assam to return 
to the capital for the purpose. 
The Cabinet considered several 
reports received from Governor 
KK Paul, who had described the 
political situation as volatile and 
expressed apprehensions over 
possible pandemonium during 
the scheduled trial of strength in 

the state Assembly.
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 

is believed to have briefed the 
President late last night explain-
ing the rationale for the Cabinet's 
recommendation.

The dismissal of the Rawat 
government now renders tomor-
row's confidence vote infructu-
ous. It also came amidst reports 

that Speaker Govind Singh Kun-
jwal had disqualified 9 rebel 
Congress MLAs that would have 
enabled Rawat to sail through in 
the trust vote.

The Congress denounced the 
decision calling it a "murder of 
democracy" and said it showed 
that BJP did not believe in de-
mocracy.
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Mohali: Fan frenzy sim-
ilar to the one witnessed 
when India had defeated 
Pakistan in the World Cup 
semi-final way back in 2011 
broke out at the PCA sta-
dium here tonight after the 
home team defeated Aus-
tralia to enter the semifinal 
of the ongoing ICC World 
T20 championship.

Raising pro-India and 
pro-Virat Kohli slogans, 
the jubilant fans waved tri-
colour and burst into cel-
ebrations after India won.

It was a full house at 
the IS Bindra stadium as 
India played Australia in 
the crucial group match, 
with many politicians and 
even top cricket Board of-
ficials turning up to watch 
the game.

According to Pun-
jab Cricket Association's 
spokesperson, Sushil Ka-
poor, Punjab Governor 

Kaptan Singh Solanki, 
Punjab Deputy Chief Min-
ister Sukhbir Singh Badal, 
Haryanas Finance Minis-
ter Capt Abhimanyu, se-
nior BCCI functionaries 
including Anurag Thakur 
and Rajiv Shukla, besides 
selectors Vikram Rathore, 
watched the match in the 
stadium.

"I have come from Del-
hi to cheer my team. After 
watching the match, I will 
be returning during the 

night to be back in office 
tomorrow morning," Rajiv 
Kapoor, a MNC executive 
from the national capital, 
said.

Even die-hard Pakistan 
cricket fan Mohd Bashir, 
who had been watching 
the games featuring Paki-
stan team here earlier, was 
also excited to be part of 
today's game.

"Dhoni is my favourite 
cricketer," he remarked be-
fore the match.

Isis has released a propaganda video 
praising the recent terror attacks in Brus-
sels, featuring two Belgian jihadis talking 
about the attacks.

The seven-minute long film, released 
on an Isis-linked website, features news 
footage taken in the aftermath of the at-
tacks on Brussels Airport and Molenbeek 
Metro station, which killed at least 31 
people and wounded up to 270 others.

Entitled "Humiliation of the Crusaders 
of Europe," the film attempts to present 
the bombings as part of a holy war be-
tween Christianity and Islam.

"This is just the beginning of your 
nightmare", a Belgian Isis fighter, Abu 
Abdullah al-Beljiki, warns.

The jihadi, whose real name is thought 
to be Lotfi Aoumeur, appeared in a pre-
vious Isis video threatening Brussels last 
year.

The video, thought to be filmed in Mo-
sul, also uses footage of the capture of 
Paris attacker Salah Abdeslam.

It also mistakenly claims an old video 
of an attack in Russia was from the bomb-
ings in Brussels.

In an effort to provoke more attacks, 
the aftermath of air strikes against Isis are 
shown along with the claim the Brussels 
attacks were revenge for civilian deaths.

Religious songs (nasheeds) are heard 
in Arabic, and a picture is shown of young 
boys dressed in camouflage, sitting with 
assault rifles and reading the Quran.

A map of Belgium exploding is shown 

three times throughout the video. An Isis 
militant is also shown shooting an assault 
rifle at drawings of human-shaped tar-
gets on a wall.

Towards the end of the video, Isis ji-
hadis can be seen handing out sweets to 
celebrate the attacks.

Another propaganda video released 
in the wake of the Brussels attacks shows 
a picture of Donald Trump in flames as 
he gives an interview in the aftermath of 
Tuesday's bombings.

Analysts have said Isis propaganda 
videos form part of the group's routine 
strategy, using alarmist statements by 
politicians and news anchors as a "trophy 
to declare victory".

A previous statement released by 
Isis claimed Belgium was targeted as "a 
country participating in the international 
coalition against the Islamic State," al-
though the country only carried out a 
limited bombing campaign in Iraq before 
stopping air strikes in June 2015.The death toll in the horrific Taliban 

suicide bombing at a popular public park 
where Christians were celebrating Easter 
in this eastern Pakistani city rose to 72.

A large number of people including 
Christians were present in the Gulshan-e-
Iqbal Park in Iqbal Town area here when 
the blast occurred, leaving many in a pool 
of blood.

"The toll has risen to 72. The rescue op-
eration is continuing," a rescue official of 
the Punjab Province Government said. The 
park is located in a posh-locality in Lahore, 
the hometown of Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. The city is comparatively peaceful 
in an otherwise violence-wracked Paki-
stan.

Those killed included women and chil-
dren. Over 300 people were also injured in 
the attack and many of them were in a crit-
ical condition. The brutal attack by a sui-
cide bomber, believed to be in his 20s, was 

claimed by the Jamaatul Ahrar, a splinter 
group of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.

Several leaders, including Prime Min-
ister Sharif and Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
chief Imran Khan, have condemned the 
blast. Christians leaders also strongly con-
demned the attack. Meanwhile, all schools 
under the All Pakistan Private Schools Fed-
eration were closed today.

Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has announced three-day mourning after 
the suicide attack. Army has joined rescue 
efforts. An emergency has been declared in 
city hospitals and appeals have been made 
to people to donate blood.

Eyewitnesses said body parts were 
scattered all around the park. They said 
there was no security around the park. The 
crowd was "unusually large" because of 
Easter. Following the blast, Chief of Army 
Staff General Raheel Sharif chaired a high-
level meeting in Rawalpindi.

Rangapara (Assam): At 
a public rally in Assam, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said no bank default-
er would be spared. “You 
know how the rich have 
usurped public money. My 
government has tightened 
the screws on the bank de-
faulters. They are sweating 
due to fear of going to jail 
and are fleeing. But no one 
will be spared,” he said at a 
rally in Assam on Sunday 
afternoon.

The PM said: “The 
money looted from the 
banks does not belong to 

the banks but to the poor 
people of the country and I 
will ensure that those who 
looted this money return 
each and every paise... they 
have looted the country.”

Modi said before he be-
came the PM, the country 
was being run by middle-
men. “Since Modi assumed 
office, the middlemen have 
been forced to close shop. 
It is they who shout, ac-
cuse and abuse Modi but I 
don’t care. There will be no 
'acche din' (good days) for 
the middlemen and so their 
problem with me is natu-

ral.”
He said the rich “have 

enjoyed for 60 years by rob-
bing the poor. Now, it won't 
happen anymore. So, it is 
natural that you will have 
a problem with Modi. I am 
committed to ensuring the 
development and well-be-
ing of the nation.”

Pakistan's joint in-
vestigation team (JIT) 
arrived in thenational 
capital on Sunday to 
probe the deadly ter-
rorist attack on the 
Pathankot Air Force 
Base. 

According to sourc-
es, the JIT comprises 
of Punjab Counter Ter-
rorism Department 
(CTD) AIG Rai Tahir as 
convener, Intelligence 
Bureau Lahore Deputy 
Director General Azim 
Arshad, Lt Col Tanvir 
Ahmed of the ISI, Lt, 
Col Irfan Mirza of MI 
and Gujranwala CTD 
Investigating Officer 
Shahid Tanveer. 

The team would visit 
Pathankot on March 29 
through a helicopter. 

Pakistan’s JIT  
arrives in India

Fans erupt into joy as India 
beat Australia to enter semis

Bank defaulter will not be spared: Modi

Isis releases propaganda video 
celebrating the Brussels attacks

Lahore suicide bomb attack’s 
death toll rises to 72
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To keep a check on in-
creasing number of e-rick-
shaws sold by illegal deal-
ers, the Delhi government's 
transport department has 
decided to launch a drive 
against such dealers who 
sell such vehicles and reg-
ister FIR against them. 

According to an offi-
cial, all the Motor Licens-
ing Officers (MLOs) have 
been directed to launch a 
special drive against the 
unauthorised dealers sell-
ing e-rickshaws. 

"We have asked to check 
on such dealers and take 
appropriate action includ-
ing filing of complaints 
with the Delhi Police for 
lodging FIR against them," 
the transport department 

official said. 
He added that such un-

approved e-rickshaws of-
ten cause a threat to life of 
commuters as well as road 
users in the national capi-
tal as they do not follow 
the prescribed standards. 

"MLOs have also been 
asked to check the motor 
vehicle dealers in their 
jurisdiction and take ac-

tion against unauthorised 
vehicle show-rooms as per 
Motor Vehicles Act/Rules," 
said the official. 

The decision was taken 
after one representative 
of erickshaw association 
raised the issue of sale of 
unapproved e-rickshaws 
by some unauthorised 
dealers in a meeting with 
Transport minister Gopal 
Rai earlier this month. 

Last month, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
had launched a subsidy 
scheme for e-rickshaws 
under which the Delhi 
government would pro-
vide Rs.30,000 to drivers 
as financial assistance for 
retrofitting and registra-
tion of the vehicles.

The levy of 1 per cent 
excise duty on non-silver 
jewellery will lead to 
“inspector raj and cor-
ruption”, chief minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said, and 
hit out at the Centre for 
its decision despite wide-
spread opposition. His 
comments came hours af-

ter a section of jewellers 
met him at his residence 
urging him to lead a rally 
at Ramlila Maidan against 
the budgetary proposal to 
impose the excise duty.

“Jewellers associations 
met me. New excise duty 
will mean inspector raj n 
corruption. Stiff opposi-

tion across India, yet cen-
tre adamant(sic),” Mr Ke-
jriwal tweeted.

About 30 representatives 
of various jewellers’ associ-
ation met him. Sources said 
he has agreed to the jewel-
lers’ suggestion to lead the 
rally and lend his weight 
to their demand. Mr Kejri-
wal told the representatives 
that he would also galvan-
ise support for their cause 
from other chief ministers, 
by writing to them, in-
cluding those of BJP-ruled 
states, to back the jewel-
lers’ demand, they said. 
They further said the date 
and time of the rally is yet 
to be decided. Last week, a 
section of jewellers had met 
Mr Kejriwal with the same 
deman-d of a roll back.

New Delhi: The Delhi government 
is working towards providing round-
the-clock permit to restaurants and 
bars in the city, Tourism Minister Kapil 
Mishra said. The proposed 2016-17 ex-
cise policy will enable owners of bars 
and restaurants to run their business 
for 24x7 in the national capital.

Asked if the city's bars and res-
taurants will be allowed to run 24x7, 
Mishra said, "Yes, we are working for 
round-the-clock permit for businesses. 
I believe that there will be less crime 
when shops will be open for longer 
duration."

The Tourism Minister said the gov-
ernment was in talks with shopkeep-
ers, restaurant owners, police, labour 
department and other stakeholders in 
this regard.

"A final shape will be given to this 
proposal only after consultation with 
all stakeholders," Mishra said on the 
sidelines of an event here.

Jewellery Excise duty hike 
will lead to corruption: CM

Drive against dealers selling 
illegal e-rickshaws

The Centre has di-
rected states to start 
levying fines for litter-
ing, open defecation 
and public urination 
by April 30 as the NDA 
government’s flagship 
Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion has failed to have  
the desired effect in ur-
ban areas.

Littering or urinat-
ing in public places 
could invite penalties 
ranging between Rs 200 
and Rs 5,000. In a com-
munication to all chief 
secretaries, the urban 
development ministry 
has asked states to im-
pose penalties in at least 
one ward in each city 
byApril 30, all wards in 
10-15 cities by the end of 
the year and all wards 
in all cities by Septem-
ber 30, 2018.

The ministry has set 

a strict time frame for 
states to provide an ad-
equate number of public 
toilets and ensure facili-
ties for garbage collec-
tion. States have been 
told to ensure there are 
public toilets, door-to-
door garbage collection 
facilities and adequate 
dustbins at public plac-
es in wards where the 
fines kick in.

Sanitation experts 
said fines should have 
been preceded by ad-
equate sanitation facili-
ties.

“Ideally, the govern-
ment should have pro-
vided adequate sani-
tation facilities before 
imposing fines. But the 
problem of open def-
ecation has become so 
pervasive in our cities 

that a beginning has to 
be made somewhere,” 
Bindeshwar Pathak, 
founder of public toilet 
chain Sulabh Interna-
tional, said.

According to norms 
set by the ministry’s 
central public health 
and environmental en-
gineering organisation, 
there should be one toi-

let serving each kilome-
tre stretch of road in cit-
ies and an equal number 
of facilities should cater 
to women and men.

“But, the norm is 
hardly adhered to. In 
any metro city, you have 
to travel for kilometres 
to come across a public 
toilet. Those for women 
are even rarer,” a gov-
ernment official said.

Since last year, Raj-
asthan has been levying 
fines for littering and 
incorrect garbage dis-
posal — Rs 200 for uri-
nating at a public place, 
Rs 5,000 for improperly 
disposing cow dung, Rs 
2,000 per day for restau-
rants disposing waste in 
the open and Rs 2,000 
for littering. The minis-
try wants the Rajasthan 
model replicated na-
tionwide.

The Delhi government's 
Trade and Taxes Depart-
ment has collected a little 
more than Rs 2,000 crore 
in the month of January, 
much higher than estimat-
ed. The department, which 
is already falling short of 
its target, will now be able 
to achieve Rs 21,000 crore-
target by March-end. In the 
month of December, the 
department achieved very 
high growth of more than 
20 per cent.

The department to boost 
revenue and morale of the 
officials had earlier an-
nounced awards for ‘most 
efficient officials’. “Our 
department is making all 
possible efforts to facilitate 

business and promote ease 
of doing business in the 
city. However, tax evaders 
and defaulters would be 
dealt with a heavy hand 
and no such dealers shall 
be spared,” said VAT Com-
missioner, SS Yadav. In a 
function organised at the 
department’s headquarters 
at ITO, prizes were award-
ed in eight categories to 
outstanding performers.

Felicitating the 
awardees, Mr. Yadav said, 
“The introduction of the 
awards has enthused the 
officers and staff of the 
Department to work with 
greater zeal to achieve the 
target set by the Govern-
ment.”

“With the combined ef-
forts of the all officers and 
staff, the Department of 
Trade & Taxes has been 
able to achieve very good 
growth in VAT collection 
in the last 2 months,” he 
said. He further said that 
the department is making 
all possible efforts to facili-
tate business and promote 
ease of doing business in 
the city.

It is time to strengthen the party base 
and expose the ‘anarchic’ government in 
Delhi, Union finance minister Arun Jait-
ley told BJP’s state unit in Delhi. 

With the municipal polls scheduled 
next year, Jaitley said that the Delhi unit 
should take the initiative to form a team 
of state members to expose the AAP Govt 
and debate on issues like nationalism. 

Speaking at the state executive meet-
ing, Jaitley said, “The party has faith in 
our workers in Delhi. The unit has a re-
sponsibility to carry forward the national 
debates on key issues like nationalism by 
forming a group of 30 to 40 people. The 
party should expose the anar chic govern-
ment in Delhi.” He also stressed on the 
need to develop leaders for future. 

After BJP’s humiliating defeat in the as-
sembly elections last year, party members 
admit that there is a need to strengthen its 
base ahead of the municipal polls. Boost-
ing workers’ morale, Jaitley said that BJP 
should make the most of the political 

space created by the poor performance of 
Congress. “We lost the election, not our 
vigour. In Delhi, we have an open ground 
as Congress has lost its vigour. It is losing 
its political space. We should try to reach 
out to different sections of the society and 
strengthen our base,“ Jaitley said. “Peo-
ple are frustrated with the AAP govern-
ment and the Congress party has become 
irrelevant. It is easy for the BJP to regain 
the lost ground in Delhi. The only thing 
required is dedication and integrity of the 
party workers,” he added. 

Delhi BJP chief Satish Upadhyay said 
he will form a team as suggested by the 
finance minister. “We will launch a con-
centrated attack on the government,” he 
added. 

BJP national secretary Tarun Chugh, 
meanwhile, presented the road map for 
the next municipal elections. He said, 
“We will have to provide sanitation and 
basic amenities to the people of Jhuggi 
Clusters” he said.

Soon, peeing in public may invite fine of `5K
ideally, the govern-
ment should have 
provided adequate 
sanitation facilities 
before imposing 

fines. but the prob-
lem of open defe-
cation has become 
so pervasive in our 

cities that a be-
ginning has to be 
made somewhere

Delhi collects more 
than `2K cr in VAT

Delhi Govt working for 
round-the-clock permit 
for restaurants, bars

Expose the anarchic Govt in 
Delhi: Jaitley to state workers
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Aspirants aiming for a quali-
fication in chartered accountancy 
from the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) may 
soon have to gear up for changes 
in the CA curriculum. Currently, 
the different levels of the CA 
course are Common Proficiency 
Test (CPT), Intermediate (Inte-
grated Professional Competence) 
Course (IIPCC) and the final 
course.

The entry-level test is named 
CPT and is currently designed in 
the pattern of entry-level tests for 
engineering, medical and other 
professional courses. Students 
who are in the final year of their 
graduation can also register for 
the IIPCC on provisional basis. 
The last leg of the CA course is the 
final course, designed to impart 
expert knowledge in financial 
reporting, auditing and profes-

sional ethics, taxation, corporate 
laws, system control, strategic fi-
nance and advanced management 
accountancy.

As per the proposed changes, 
the three levels would be called 
foundation, intermediate and 
final. The weightage given to 
some of the level 1 subjects will 
be changed. The paper on funda-
mentals of accounting, which is 
already there at the CPT level car-
rying 60 marks, will be renamed 
as principles and practices of ac-
counting and will carry 100 marks 
as it is the core subject for the CA 
profession.

General English and business 
and commercial knowledge will 
also be added at the first level 
as new subjects, given their im-
portance in the modern business 
world and preparing the CAs for 
tomorrow.

“This is to ensure that entry 
level becomes somewhat diffi-
cult. Also, the foundation exami-
nation will be partly descriptive 
and partly objective. The present 
MCQ-based system encourages 
students to do a lot of guesswork. 
As a result, even undeserving stu-
dents reach the next level. It affects 
the quality of the profession,” says 
M Devaraja Reddy, president, 
ICAI. Since the foundation exam 
is likely to be partly descriptive 

in nature, the pass percentage has 
been proposed at 50% aggregate 
and 40% subject-wise, just like for 
other courses (intermediate and 
final). The foundation exam is 
likely to be conducted along with 
intermediate and final in May and 
November.

In another expected change, 
students will have to appear for 
eight papers in level 2 (interme-
diate) under the new scheme. At 
present, the second stage is the 
IIPCC which requires a student 
to clear seven papers. The pa-
pers on business laws (60 marks), 
communication (20 marks) and 
ethics (20 marks) in level 2 may 
be changed to corporate laws and 
other laws (100 marks). Cost ac-
counting may carry 100 marks 
(instead of 50). A new paper on 
business economic environment 
(40 marks) may be added.

“A new subject called financial 
and capital market services has 
been proposed in the final level to 
make professionals more compet-
itive in finance-related areas. In-
ternational taxation for 30 marks 
may also be added in view of in-
creasing importance of the subject 
in the present globalised world,” 
adds Reddy.

ICAI is now in the process of 
preparing a syllabus for each sub-
ject. Once syllabi are prepared, 
the new study material based on 
this syllabi will be prepared. The 
government-approved scheme 
will be notified in the Gazette of 
India for inviting comments for 
45 days. The modified scheme 
will be sent to the ministry of cor-
porate affairs for final approval. 
The institute is expecting the 
changes to be implemented by 
November 2016.

New Delhi: An average 77 
per cent Indian students who 
returned with a foreign medical 
degree in the past 12 years failed 
to clear the mandatory screen-
ing examination conducted by 
Medical Council of India.

Any citizen possessing a 
primary medical qualification 
awarded by any medical insti-
tution outside the country who 
wants provisional or permanent 
registration with MCI or any 
state medical council needs to 
qualify the screening test (known 
as Foreign Medical Graduates 
Examination) conducted by the 
MCI through the National Board 
of Examinations (NBE).

In a year-by-year break-up 
of the number of students who 
sat for the screening exam, data 
provided by NBE under RTI Act 
shows that since 2004, the num-
ber of instances of successful 
candidates crossing 50 per cent 
of the total who appeared was 
two, while in one particular in-
stance, only 4 per cent students 
passed the test.

The highest percentage of 

76.8 successful candidates was 
registered way back in Septem-
ber 2005 when 2,851 students 
appeared for the test and 2,192 
passed it.

In March 2008, 58.7 per cent 
candidates were able to clear the 
screening with 1,087 out of 1,851 
candidates clearing it.

The last two sessions of the 
screening exam in 2015, how-
ever, saw only 10.4 per cent and 
11.4 per cent candidates clearing 
the test.

In June last year, 5,967 candi-
dates appeared for the exam of 
whom only 603 cleared it while 
in December, 6,407 candidates 
took the screening test and only 
731 passed.

The FMGE consists of one 
paper, comprising 300 multiple 
choice, single correct response 
questions in English language 
only, delivered in two parts, of 
150 minutes each, to be taken in 
a single day.

The examination is a multiple 
choice questions test delivered 
using computer network with 
no negative marking. To qualify 

for the examination, a candidate 
is required to score at least 150 
out of 300 marks.

According to another data, 
between 2012 and 2015, MCI 
said it issued 5,583 "eligibility 
certificates" to Indian citizens 
intending to acquire "Primary 
Medical Qualification" (MBBS or 
its equivalent) from any country 
outside India.

A Parliamentary Committee 
report earlier this month ob-
served that "despite having the 
most number of medical col-
leges in the world, and currently 

having approximately 9.29 lakh 
doctors enrolled on the Indian 
Medical Register, India is way 
behind in achieving the targeted 
doctor-population ratio of 1:1000 
as per WHO norms".

The Rajya Sabha Committee 
on Health and Family Welfare, 
in a report presented on March 
8, noted, among others, the rea-
son for the "failure of the cur-
rent system to produce doctors, 
including specialists and super 
specialists in adequate num-
bers and of requisite quality and 
poor regulation of Undergradu-
ate (UG) and Postgraduate (PG) 
education".

Notably, the NBE had in 2002 
started conducting the screening 
examination of foreign medical 
graduates.

Prior to that, there was no 
such screening of FMGs.

The Committee also observed 
that many young students who 
aspire for medical education 
but do not get an opportunity in 
India, go for medical education 
in countries like Russia, Belar-
us, Kazakhstan and China and 

when they come back they are 
given due recognition by MCI 
only after they clear the screen-
ing test followed by a one year 
internship to qualify as "eligible 
doctor" in India.

"The Committee is giving this 
example to buttress the argu-
ment that Minimum Standard 
Requirements (MSR) should not 
become a fixation by which MCI 
strangles the scope for scale-up 
of medical education, even as it 
blithely ignores the irrelevance 
of those standards for the for-
eign medical graduates who 
train in institutions which may 
markedly deviate from them," 
the report stated.

"Taking all the above facts 
into account, the Committee is 
of the considered view that the 
existing MSRs as mandated by 
the MCI are irrational and artifi-
cially rigid standards which are 
proving to be a big impediment 
to the establishment and expan-
sion of medical colleges," the re-
port added.

77% Indians with foreign medical degree fail MCI hurdle

New CA course will make entry tough for students 

Once Vijay Mallya was 
invited to deliver a lecture 
in Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM), Kolkata. 
Now he is likely to become 
a study Once Vijay Mallya 
was invited to deliver a 
lecture in Indian Institute 
of Management (IIM), 
Kolkata. Now he is likely 
to become a study mate-
rial of IIM-A students due 
to his current debt travails. 
The IIM-A professors are 
mulling over project ‘The 
Liquor Baron’s debt fias-
co’ as a case study for the 
business school students. 

According to the IIM-A 
sources, post-graduate 
students in finance and ac-
counting faculty at the B-
school are likely to study 
the case of Mallya who 

had allegedly fled away 
from the country with 
overdue of Rs 9,000 crore 
debt and its interest to var-
ious banks. 

The Mallya debt case 
was also discussed by stu-
dents and their faculties. 
It can certainly be a case 
study to discuss the aspect 
of ethics, corporate gover-
nance and brand manage-
ment, said the sources. 
The premium B-school 
students will also be 
taught on how stakehold-
ers are affected with such 
cases. However, it is not 
yet known on how much 
in detail, the Mallya case 
will be taught. 

Banks are seeking the 
return of the Rs 9,000 crore 
amount in overdue loans 

and interest from Mallya’s 
Kingfisher Airlines. 

Besides IIM-A, the Mal-
lya case is also likely to 
be taught at other IIMs 
including IIM Lucknow, 
IIM Bangalore and IIM In-
dore. Earlier also, some of 
the IIMs had discussed the 
case of Satyam comput-
ers’ Ramalinga Raju after 
the Satyam scandal hit the 
headlines. 

LUCKNOW: A whopping 28 lakh 
adolescent girls in UP miss school every 
month while over 19 lakh eventually quit 
education because of menstruation. The 
fact was shared by the state health de-
partment here on Thursday. To ensure 
that these girls stay in schools, the state 
government has decided to provide free 
sanitary napkins to all girls studying 
in government and government-aided 
schools across the state.

"The state cabinet has approved of the 
plan and the tender process is underway. 
At the current rate of progress, we hope 
to roll out the scheme from July when 
schools reopen after summer break," 
said Arvind Kumar, principal secretary, 
health. The scheme, called Kishori Surak-
sha Yojana, entails providing one pack 
of 10 sanitary napkins to each girl every 
month.

The UP government swung into ac-
tion after several surveys on menstrual 
hygiene and management brought to the 
fore an extremely dismal scenario.

"We were shaken to the core on hear-
ing that rural girls were using things like 
a 'pouch filled with ash' and 'bundle of 
dried grass' instead of sanitary napkins," 
shared Dr Aruna Narain, general manag-
er of Adolescent Reproductive and Sexual 
Health (ARSH), UP.

The surveys conducted by Unicef with 
the help of Nielsen India Private Lim-
ited and social organisations Vatsalya 
and Water Aid revealed that over 85 per 
cent girls used old tattered clothes dur-
ing menstruation. Almost half of the girls 
did not even wash the old cloth before us-
ing it, while an equal number re-used the 
cloth several times. 

The surveys conducted by Unicef with 
the help of Nielsen India Private Limited 
and social organisations Vatsalya and 
Water Aid revealed that over 85 pc girls 
used old tattered clothes during men-
struation. Almost half of the girls did not 
even wash the old cloth before using it, 
while an equal number re-used the cloth 
several times.

IIM-A likely to take up  
Mallya fiasco as case study

Free sanitary napkins scheme for 
Delhi Govt schools to continue
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For the fifth day of Spring Fever 
Nawazuddin Siddiqui talking about cin-
ema, his journey and life – and his highly 
anticipated book which Penguin Random 
House is publishing later this year. He 
was in conversation with Poonam Saxe-
na. Renowned journalist Rituparna Chat-
terjee, co-author of the forthcoming book, 
was also present at the discussion.

Nawazuddin had come to the venue 
after a shooting of his latest romantic 
movie and appeared very excited about 
his new role, where he will be paired with 
Amy Jackson, a British model and actress. 
This is far from his usually roles which 
are often of hard men. He recalled how 
he was once afraid of even talking to girls, 
and on moving to Delhi after years in his 
small town, was very puzzled to learn 

that women here smoked and drank. He 
confessed that he had once thought of 
them as bad, but said he was wrong to 
think so as smoking or drinking does not 
in any way reflect anyone’s character.

I have to do justice to the characters 
that I play, he said, and pointed out that 
his character in Gangs of Wasseypur 
which he was most lauded for was his 
most challenging.

 Anyone can become a star, he said. But 
to be an actor it requires professionalism. 
He said he was very thankful to Anuraag 
Kashyap for giving him direction, and the 
many actors that he has 
worked with for their 
wisdom and opportu-
nity.

Later, we had Shilpa 
Shetty Kundra, Payal 
Gidwani Tiwari and 
Luke Coutinho in con-
versation with Palki 
Sharma on what it takes 
to stay fit and healthy.

All over the world 
people are obsessed 
with the idea of losing 
weight and have little 
thought for staying 
healthy. Looking good 
has now become a pre-

requisite. I wanted to change that, Shilpa 
said. The Great Indian Diet was the me-
dium I chose to make people more aware 
about the need to stay healthy. I knew 
how to be healthy but I could not have 
justified that what I knew was right. This 
is why I had Luke Coutinho to collabo-
rate on my book. He knew the theory; he 
knew the science behind it all.

The Great Indian Diet co-authored by 
Shilpa Shetty Kundra and Luke Coutin-
ho, an international health expert and 
lifestyle coach, was published by Penguin 
Random House last December.

Eating food from unknown places 
can prove to be irksome; hygiene 
among others is the prime concern 
which dissuades foodies from ask-
ing for home-delivery. Hygiene and 
taste, both at the same time is some-
thing one rarely finds at places other 
than certified restaurants and outlets. 
The certification that 5 star and 3 star 
restaurants etc. makes them novel. 
But getting 5 star and 3 star restau-
rants food is difficult if you don’t live 
in the vicinity of one. It is here that 
FoodRool comes to rescue, it is the 
only mobile food delivery market-
place in India which has exclusive 
tie-up with 5 star Restaurants and 
delivers foods from them. 

FoodRool is an online food order 
and delivery platform based out of 
New Delhi, which caters to the crav-
ing of anyone and everyone and as-
sists in selecting from a range of 
gourmet meals from leading indus-
try stalwarts.

FooDrool is a Start up, which was 
started by Tanmay Garg a young 
man who is in his sophomore years. 
FooDrool was launched recently and 
has already established tie-ups with 
most of the 5 star restaurants in Del-
hi-Gurgaon. 

Some of the prominent ones are 
Jaypee Sidhdhartha - Rajender Na-
gar, Piccadily - Janak Puri, Crown 
Plaza – Rohini, Radisson Blu – Ma-
hipalpur, Vivanta by  Taj - Khan Mar-
ket. A food connoisseur can now treat 
his taste buds with the food items 
with the choicest range of delectable 
items cooked under the guidance of 
renowned chefs.

 FooDrool provides food upto a 
radius of 12 kms unlike other food 
delivery marketplaces which are re-
stricted to a distance of 5-7 kms. 

 Canada Di Flight is one of the title that 
every Punjabi would instantly connect 
with. Well known commercial ad-maker, 
director Roopesh Rai Sikand’s Punjabi 
film ‘Canada The Flight’ which was shot 
in Bangkok, Punjab & Chandigarh with 
Yuvraaj Hans & Navraaj Hans (sons of 

Hansraaj Hans) is releasing on 1st April 
2016. 

One of the most cherished de-
sire of Punjabis is moving out 

of India, and especially land-
ing up in Canada...“kiddan 
patta nahi… bas Canada jana 
hai…” That’s what almost 
every second Punjabi boy 
dreams of catching ‘Canada 
Di Flight’! This upcoming 
Punjabi film is a funny tale of 
three lazy, unfocused & good 
for nothing friends… Who 
dream of landing straight 
into the land of Canada from 
their very own pind/village.

The film is produced 
by Maxwell Entertain-
ment Pvt. Ltd., & Krishan 

Choudhary presentation, 
AM Films and Srishti Cine 

Entertainment and the pro-

ducers are Sunil Pathare, Ajay Makkar, 
Deepak Chowdhary and Tejas Parmar. 
Roopesh Rai Sikand, with his ‘never say 
no’ attitude has directed the film taking 
the challenge to give a very new and fresh 
tadka to the taste of the Punjabi Movie by 
himself Choreographing five songs in an 
outstanding way where he has merged 
Punjabi faith in Bollywood style in the 
Romance, or the very new EDM style of 
music for Disco’s.

This is a very new and outstand-
ing work as a Director would do all by 
himself… Not only that, due to some 
unforeseen circumstances he also had to 
don the hat off the Action Director with 
the royalty by merging Bollywood styles 
with a new punch of Punjab so hope all 
of you my Friends would love and will 
surely appreciate the effort. Not to forget 
that this would not have been possible if 
the entire star cast would not have been a 
part of this wonderful journey.

The screenplay and story is written 
and developed by Roopesh Rai Sikand 
and Manoj Sabharwal the famous writer 
of this century and the one who gives the 
most heartfelt and tickling stories which 
the audiences always have a Roller Coster 
Ride.

Fasten your seat belts, here comes Canada Di Flight
Roopesh Rai Sikand brings first time sons of Hansraaj Hans

Nawazuddin Siddiqui: To be an 
actor it requires professionalism With exclusive tie-ups 

with 5 star hotels

DU student starts 
FoodRool food app
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With five chief ministers in the last five decades 
from the movie world, the way to the political 
power in Tamil Nadu is through building up star 
power. Five of the state’s chief ministers - C.N. An-
nadurai, M. Karunanidhi, M.G. Ramachandran 
(MGR), Janaki Ramachandran and J. Jayalalitha 
- had their roots in filmdom, while several other 
actors showed an interest in politics. And in the 
May 2016 assembly elections, there are three chief 
ministerial candidiates - incumbent J.Jayalalithaa of 
the AIADMK, DMK president M. Karunanidhi and 
DMDK founder A.Vijaykant - all with their roots in 
the movie world. Apart from these three, the state 
has seen and is seeing several actor-turned-politi-
cians like the late Sivaji Ganesan, R. Sarathkumar, 
T. Rajendar and M. Karthik who have floated their 
own parties. 

There are several other actors like R. Ramara-
jan, Vagai Chandrasekhar, Napoleon, Kushboo, 
C.R. Saraswathi, Anantharaaj and others who have 
joined the AIADMK, the DMK and the Congress. 
While Annadurai and Karunanidhi were involved 
in writing the story, screenplay and dialogues of 
movies, it was MGR who became the first actor-
turned-chief minister. Founder of the ADMK that 
later became the AIADMK, MGR showed the world 
the route to political power is also through his star 
power pull. 

Movie actor N.T. Rama Rao also proved that 
in Andhra Pradesh by floating the Telugu Desam 
Party and capturing the chief minister’s post. Prior 
to floating the ADMK in 1972, MGR was with the 
DMK, which used his star power to capture politi-
cal power. Movies starring MGR subtly promoted 
the DMK through songs and dialogues. But then, 
a power struggle erupted in the DMK after Karu-
nanidhi started projecting his first son M.K. Muthu 
in a big way. Expelled from the DMK, MGR fought 
back by successfully converting his huge fan base 
and fan clubs into a political party, the AIADMK. 
Since then, this is the route being followed by other 
actor-turned-politicians. 

With his carefully cultivated movie image of be-
ing poor-friendly and without any vices like drink-
ing or smoking, MGR soon became the darling of 
the people. The AIADMK not only ousted the DMK 
from power in 1977 but also kept it in the wilderness 
till MGR’s demise in 1987. After MGR’s death, his 
wife Janaki Ramachandran, also an actor, became 
chief minister for a very brief period before gover-
nor’s rule was imposed. A power struggle between 
Janaki Ramachandran and Jayalalithaa - who was 
introduced to politics by MGR and also starred in 
several movies with him - saw the AIADMK break-
ing into two. Subsequently the two factions merged 
under Jayalalithaa’s leadership and AIADMK cap-
tured back power in 1991. Since then Jayalalithaa 
remains the undisputed leader of the AIADMK. In 
2005, Vijaykant, 63, an action hero known to per-
form stunts in movies without a duplicate, floated 
his DMDK party as an alternative to the two domi-
nant Dravidian parties -- the AIADMK and the 
DMK. 

When he fought the polls alone without align-
ing with any party, the DMDK notched up an im-
pressive vote share, better than even the established 
MDMK and PMK. As the DMDK’s vote share can 
add muscle to any alliance, he is this time around 
the most sought after alliance partner by all oppo-
sition parties, the BJP included. Called “Karuppu 
(Black) MGR” or Captain after his movie “Cap-
tain Prabhakaran”, Vijaykant has acted 
in over 150 Tamil movies. 

Though he was never the 
No.1 hero, he charted his own 
style in the movie world -- 
a fighter vanquishing ter-
rorists and bad guys. But 
then, that’s what politics 
is all about - vanquishing 
your opponents!

In TN the way to  
political power is by 
building star power
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India is the world’s second 
most populated country with 
1.25 billion people. It is the 10th 
largest economy and represents 
around 2.5 per cent of the global 
Gross Domestic Product. Eco-
nomic growth in India has steadi-
ly risen over time, resilient even 
to the global economic crisis; by 
2014-15 growth was 7.3 per cent 
and is projected to accelerate in 
the years ahead.

India has more than 18 per 
cent of the world’s population, 
but only 4 per cent of the world’s 
renewable water resources and 
2.4 per cent of world’s land area. 
There are limits on the utilisable 
quantities of water owing to un-
even distribution over time and 
space. 

The bulk of inflows in the riv-
ers, especially in the southern 
peninsula, takes place during the 
months of June to October under 
the influence of the Southwest 
Monsoon. This requires storage 
of water by construction of ma-
jor and medium irrigation dams, 
anicuts and irrigation tanks.

Irrigation is a state subject 
as per the Indian Constitution. 
However, the Government of In-
dia has the responsibility of inter-
state river planning and manage-
ment issues. The Centre should 
play an ombudsman’s role in 
proper planning and manage-
ment of river basins with mini-
mum inter-state water disputes.

For the second year in a row, 
India had a deficient monsoon 
last year. The deficit as forecast 
by the Indian Meteorological De-
partment was about 14 per cent. 
Although rainfall deficit was 
felt pan-India, the intensity was 
higher in the peninsular parts of 
the country.

In the five states of South In-

dia, the rainfall deficit has been 
greater than 20 per cent. As a 
consequence of the poor rainfall, 
water storage in key reservoirs is 
about 22 per cent lower than last 
year, which could have large im-
pacts on agriculture.

Agriculture is the largest sec-
tor that uses water, and water 
scarcity mainly affects the agri-
cultural sector. To tide over such 
situations a lot of research needs 
to happen in the agriculture sec-
tor to develop crop varieties, 
which require less water and are 
more drought resistant. People 
should be motivated to adopt cli-
mate proofing adaptation tech-
niques.

India has extensive ground-
water resources and is the larg-
est user of groundwater globally. 
India extracts about 245 billion 
cubic metres of groundwater per 
year, which represents about 25 
per cent of global groundwater 
extraction. Groundwater use 
spurred the Green Revolution 
and currently provides for 65 per 
cent of irrigation. 

Over 80 per cent of rural and 
urban domestic water require-
ment in India is met by ground-
water. But India's groundwater 
resources are under threat from 
uncontrolled and over abstrac-
tion and contamination.

The present practice of 
groundwater development by 
the individual farmer has re-
sulted in inequity as well as 
unsustainable management of 
resources. Since groundwater 
occurs in an aquifer and is not 
confined to the land holdings of 
the individual farmer, it is im-
perative that for sustainable use, 
groundwater resources are man-
aged by the aquifer based com-
munity instead of an individual 

well owner. 
The primary task should be 

assessment of ground water 
availability and delineation of 
aquifers across the country for 
planning the recharge of aqui-
fers.

At present there is no frame-
work to enable the aquifer lev-
el community to manage the 
groundwater. It is necessary to 
develop a legal framework for 
enabling the community to as-
sess the groundwater availability 
in the aquifer, prioritize the uses 
and allocate the groundwater re-
sources available in the aquifer 
for various uses.

Climate change alone could 
increase demand for irrigation 
in several river basins, includ-
ing the Brahmaputra, Brahmari, 
Chotanagpur, Eastern Ghats, Go-
davari, and Sahyada, while wa-
ter stress is expected to increase 
in some of these river basins in 
future.

The water sector is faced with 
critical challenges. First, competi-
tion among different water using 
sectors (irrigation, urban/rural 
domestic water supplies, indus-
try, etc.) and even within the same 
sector among various water users 
(for example, in irrigation sector 
among the head, middle and tail 
reaches of farmers) is increasing, 
giving rise to disputes and con-
flicts. Second, the poor quality 
of irrigation service delivery is 
undermining the performance of 
irrigated agriculture. 

Third, outdated irrigation/
water management practices and 
low use of modern technologies 
are resulting in poor irrigation 
service deliveries and resulting 
in decrease in water use efficien-
cy low productivity of water as 
well as irrigated agriculture.

If Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has decided to recalibrate 
his Pakistan policy and backtrack 
on his hitherto tough line that 
talks and terror will not go to-
gether, then it's time he took the 
country into confidence. Sending 
a member of his cabinet to the 
Pakistan High Commission's Na-
tional Day function was a diplo-
matic necessity. But sending him, 
in this case, the Union Minister of 
State for Environment, Prakash Ja-
vadekar to an event where it was 
known that he would share politi-
cal space with the rabidly anti-In-
dian separatists, all of whom had 
been invited by the Pakistan High 
Commissioner to the event, does 
run contrary to the Modi govern-
ment's publicly stated policy.

The question therefore, as Mr 
Modi prepares to meet his Paki-
stani counterpart at the Nuclear 
Security Summit in the US on 
March 31, is this — has the Prime 
Minister quietly moved the goal-
posts on Pakistan?

The March meet will be his first 
interaction with Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif since the Pathankot 
terror attack, ahead of Foreign 
Secretary talks that are now set for 
April. We cannot but agree with 
the Kashmiri separatist leader 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq that the 

Indian PM must 
move beyond the 
Pathankot incident 
that was designed 
to sour the bonho-
mie generated by 
Mr Modi's surprise 
visit to Lahore on 

Mr Sharif's birthday.
The next steps call for caution. 

Allowing a Pakistan team of in-
vestigators into the area is aimed 
at Delhi, avoiding the charge that 
it is unreasonable. Ignoring the 
opposition Congress which has, 
predictably, stepped up its criti-
cism of Modi’s so-called double-
speak will be harder. But Con-
gress criticism notwithstanding, 
Lahore was a welcome departure 
from the past.

The big takeaway is that now 
Lt. Gen (Retd.) Nasser Janjua 
warns his Indian counterpart NSA 
Ajit Doval over impending terror 
attacks. Clearly, the ugliness that 
marred India-Pakistan relations 
in 2014-15 when first, the Foreign 
Secretary level talks and then, Pak-
istan's National Security Adviser's 
visit to Delhi were called off over 
meetings with the Hurriyet lead-
ers, must remain in the past.

The Hurriyet is clearly no longer 
a provocation, and they shouldn’t 
be. They are irrelevant to PM Mo-

di's Jammu & Kashmir plan which 
remains focused on keeping the 
state within the Indian Union. The 
challenge before Modi is not only 
to rise above the opposition clam-
our but persuade Islamabad and 
the powerful Army, of the benefits 
of forging a consensus on how to 
cut off the hydra-headed monster 
of terror.

India must act fast on water use

PM must bare his mind on Pak
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India's largest telecom 
operator Bharti Airtel's deal 
with Videocon to acquire 
the latter's airwaves in six 
circles will have a cascad-
ing effect on the entire sec-
tor. With the Sunil Bharti 
Mittal-led company acquir-
ing 4G (fourth generation) 
spectrum in Gujarat, MP, 
UP East, UP West, Haryana, 
and Bihar circles, it has ef-
fectively walked away from 
the upcoming auctions as far 
as the 1,800 MHz frequency 
is concerned, because the 
company will now have 
4G spectrum in 19 of the 22 
markets. If Bharti had not 
acquired Videocon's spec-
trum, it would have had to 
acquire a block of five MHz 
in each of these markets to 
launch 4G services. 

While analysts maintain 

expensive spectrum auc-
tions are a wildcard for the 
sector, this year's auction 
might not see irrational or 
even negative bidding as 
the one in 2015 witnessed.

"Last year, telecom op-
erators were bidding for 
business continuity as they 
had to re-new spectrum in 
existing circles. With spec-
trum trading and sharing 
guidelines being put in 
place, the artificial scarcity 
of the raw material will 
end. With Bharti out of the 
race in these circles, the bid-
ding intensity will be a lot 
less in the 1,800-MHz band 
and there will be enough 
left on the table for other 
firms," says an analyst.

There are stories of ri-
vals deliberately bidding in 
the 900-MHz band to raise 

prices in last year's auctions. 
This is unlikely to happen 
this year, as these auctions 
will be strategic and not for 
survival. 

Also, with the Idea-
Videocon deal not going 
through, it might be fair to 
assume that operators will 
show some restraint.

Additionally, not all op-
erators have managed to 
monetise their spectrum 
portfolios, especially LTE 
(long-term evolution) spec-
trum in 2,300 MHz. HSBC 
Capital Markets says, "A lot 
of the spectrum is yet to see 
meaningful monetisation 
(particularly spectrum in 
the 2,300-MHz band), but 
given the potential launch 
by 4G entrants, consolidat-
ing data spectrum is a step 
in the right direction." 

The Delhi High Court sought re-
sponse of ANI Technologies, which 
runs app-based cab service under the 
name of Ola, on its competitor Uber’s 
plea seeking Rs  49.61 crore as damag-
es from Ola for allegedly interfering in 
its business by making fake accounts 
to book rides and then cancel them.

Ola denied the allegations made by 
Uber and told the court it has no inten-
tion of indulging in any of the actions 
attributed to it by its competitor.

In view of the submission made by 
Ola, Justice Vipin Sanghi directed Ola 
to abide by its statement and listed the 
matter for further hearing on Septem-
ber 14.

“Defendants (Ola and its subsid-
iary Serendipity Cabs) emphatically 
deny the allegations. Counsel for de-
fendants states they have not done 
anything to interfere with plaintiff’s 
(Uber) business as alleged, or its sys-
tem by making false accounts, book-
ings or cancellations... Nor has any 
intention of doing so.

“Defendants, their agents and 

employees shall abide by this 
statement...,”the court said, and is-
sued notice to Ola and Serendipity 
asking them to file their written state-
ment, reply and submit documents 
within four weeks.

Uber was asked to file its rejoinder 
to Ola’s reply in another four weeks 
and the matter was listed for hearing 
on September 14.

Uber in its plea alleged that Ola’s 
employees have created over 93,000 
fake accounts across India on Uber’s 

platform and were using them to 
make false bookings which were later 
cancelled and thus, causing loss to 
Uber which has to pay the cancella-
tion charges.

It has claimed to have paid over Rs 
five lakh as cancellation charges and 
alleged that by making false bookings, 
Ola was “squatting” on cabs associ-
ated with Uber.

Ola, on the other hand, contended 
in the court that Uber’s plea is an “off-
shoot” of the contempt petition filed 
against it by Ola for allegedly not 
complying with court directions to 
phase out diesel cabs.

It also argued that Uber’s plea 
was based on assumptions that Ola’s 
employees were creating the false ac-
counts to make bookings and then 
cancel them.

It also said Uber was not paying 
any cancellation charges as the cus-
tomer is charged if he/she does not 
cancel booking within five minutes of 
making it. 

Hundreds of employees at the five-star The 
Oberoi hotel here will soon pack their bags for 
postings elsewhere; the iconic property closes for 
a Rs 325-crore renovation next month, to be com-
pleted by March 2018.

While it shuts the 51-year-old property in Delhi 
for two years, the Oberoi group is inaugurating 
a new hotel each in UAE and Morocco this year. 
A third hotel coming up in Chandigarh will also 
accommodate some of the 400-odd staffers from 
Delhi. Some employees have decided to resign and 
join other options in the region or for other activi-
ties.

“The group is opening three new hotels this 
year: The Oberoi Sukhvilas (Chandigarh), The 
Oberoi Marrakech (Morocco) and The Oberoi Al 
Zohra (UAE) and a lot of our employees are joining 
these.  There have been a few resignations,” said 
a spokesperson for the BSE-listed hotel company, 
EIH.  Belvedere members at the Oberoi here Delhi 
will not be charged the annual membership fee of 
Rs 143,125 (including taxes) for the two years. They 
may also continue to use Belvedere at Oberoi hotels 
in Gurgaon, Mumbai, Kolkata and Bengaluru for 
the period of renovation. “The group is fortunate 
to have loyal guests.  We are confident that many of 
them will continue to stay with us (in this region) 
at The Oberoi, Gurgaon and Trident, Gurgaon,” the 
spokesperson said.

Five regional rural banks (RRBs) in 
the Northeast under the sponsorship of 
State Bank of India (SBI) are to soon be 
merged.

The five RRBs are Arunachal Pradesh 
Rural Bank, Meghalaya Rural Bank, Mi-
zoram Rural Bank, Nagaland Rural Bank 
and Langpi Dehangi Rural Bank (based 
in Assam), said a source close to the de-
velopment.

The proposal was recently made by 
SBI, which has asked the RRBs to seek 
board approvals. The merger requires 
approval by the state and central gov-
ernments. SBI holds a 35 per cent stake, 
the Centre 50 per cent, and the respective 
state government 15 per cent in each of 
the five RRBs.

SBI could not be reached for com-
ments.

The merged entity would have a de-
posit base of Rs 3,578 crore, with ad-
vances of Rs 1,736 crore. Total net profit 
of the five banks on March 31, 2015, was 

Rs 44.52 crore. Of the five, only Nagaland 
Rural Bank reported losses last "At pres-
ent, the sponsor bank is acting as mas-
ter, detrimental for the growth of RRBs. 
Also, three other regional rural banks in 
the Northeast not under the sponsorship 
of SBI should be brought into the amal-
gamation scheme,' said A Sayeed Khan, 
secretary-general, All India Regional 
Rural Bank Employees Association. The 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had, in 2001, 
constituted a committee under the chair-
manship of V S Vyas on farm credit, which 
had examined the relevance of RRBs. A 
consolidation was initiated on recom-
mendations of the committee in 2005.

In the first phase of amalgamation, 
RRBs were merged within a state on the 
basis of their sponsor banks. In the sec-
ond phase, mergers were initiated across 
sponsor banks within a state.

As a result of earlier amalgamations, 
the number of the RRBs was reduced 
from 196 to 64 as on March 31, 2013, and 

further to 56 at present, with a network of 
20,059 branches covering 644 districts.

Of the five banks to be merged, Miz-
oram Rural Bank is the largest in terms of 
loan outstanding, at Rs 203.52 crore as of 
December 2015. The smallest bank being 
Nagaland Rural Bank, with dues of about 
Rs 5.52 crore.

Ola making fake accounts to 
interfere in business: Uber to HC 

SBI seeks merger of 5 rural banks in N-E

Bharti-Videocon deal may 
cool down auction fever 

Delhi’s Oberoi hotel to 
shut for 2-year renovation

After the launch of the Start Up India 
programme, the Govt is now gearing 
up for Stand Up India, which mandates 
each bank branch to provide one loan 
to a Dalit or a borrower categorised as 
scheduled tribe or scheduled caste, and 
the other to a woman entrepreneur. 
While the scheme is already operation-
al, PM Modi will officially kick off the 
programme next month in Noida.  The 
launch comes amid a raging controversy 
over the suicide of Dalit student Rohith 
Vermula in Hyderabad in Jan.  Banks 
have been asked to ensure that all the 
1.25 lakh branches meet their targets. 
“The focus was first on the Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Dhan Yojana, to ensure that all 
Indian households had a bank account, 
now it’s the social security schemes 
along with the Mudra and Stand Up In-
dia programmes,” a senior Govt official 
who did not wish to be identified. 

PM to launch Stand Up 
India programme in April
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The Abhinya Manch Foundation made a auspicious 
beginning on the important day of holi milan program 
from the sanctified dwelling of the natraj farm house lo-
cated at Gurgaon old Delhi road.

The founders of Abhinya Manch Foundation Deepak 
Bhardwaj and Anup Thapa are associated with social 
and cultural activities for the last four years. Abhinya 
Manch Foundation highlight the social issues through 
its artful venture that plague the society today; it pow-
erfully portray the social issues through the medium of 
Nukkad Nataks, documentaries and short films to pro-
mote the social message among the masses and to the 
government to initiate action.

On this very premise, the Abhinya Manch Founda-
tion staged a Natak ‘khol do sab girhein ’ on the occa-
sion of holy milan Day host by parjapati samaaj gud-
gaon with active participation of the students of the 

Padarpan Institute. The play was highly appreciated by 
people who realised the true message floated through 
the play that the girl child is not a burden but she is a 
pride of the family. The Natak highlighted the creditable 
performance of padarpan student & artists, character-
ized by some powerful dialogues of Anup Thapa and 
also under the qualitative direction of Mrs thapa ‘Beti 
Bachao-Beti Padhao’ or ‘Save the girl-Educate the girl’ 
should not be treated as a few meaningless words that 
symbolize the powerful voice of the nation today with-
out which we cannot comprehend the golden times that 
lie beyond our imagination. The purpose is to spread 
mass awareness to fulfill the objective to empower the 
women of the nation. The Foundation lays a strong 
stress on its objective that ‘change is a necessity’ for the 
progress of the society and nation. Let us all join this 
significant movement that promotes the vital change.

Holi Milan: Abhinya Manch Foundation 
staged a Natak ‘khol do sab girhein’

SS DOGRA
 New Delhi:The 2nd National Group 

Art Exhibition with theme ‘Creations - 
Celebrating March’ inaugurated with 
traditional Indian style lighting of 
lamps  by Mr Sandeep Marwah-Chief 
Patron of International Chamber of 
Media & Entertainment Industry (IC-
MEI) & Mr.Sampson David-Joint Sec-
retary, Association of Indian Univer-
sity at AIFACS Gallery.

Dr Aarti Makkar (Renowned Painter 
& Curator) organiser informed  Divya 
Delhi that Mr Harvinder Mankar (Well 
known Cartoonist, Script writer, Di-
rector),  Ch Lipsiya (National Graphic 
Designer),  Ms. Balwinder Tanwar 
(National Painter), well known Car-
toonist Mr.Jagjit Rana, Ginnes Rishi 
& SS Dogra (Journalist & Mg.Editor 
of Dwarka Parichay) also graced the 
inauguration ceremony as Guests Art-
ists.

 It’s very remarkable achievement of 
Dr Aarti Makkar that more than fifty 
talented artists  across India namely An-
mol Mathur,Kanchan Kapruwan,Kirpal 
Singh,Rachna Khanna,Sandeep 
Pujara,Shalini Bajpai,Dr Rekha Rani 
Sharma,Bishwaranjan Bhunia, Khush-
bu Baid, Rajinder Kumar Wadhwa,Ritu 
Sachdeva,Raj Kumar Sharma,Manju 
Sangwan, Ishwar Kaushik, Rajendra 
Rajan, Mrs Vaishali Rajapukar, K C Pal-
iya, Dipika Parasar, Abhishek Maurya,  
Sandhya Arya, Gopal Das Vaishnav, 
Nisha Kanawat, Rahul G Ranade, Yas-
min Sultana, Sambhu Karmakar, Moka 
Satish Kumar, Rakhi Gupta,  Anant 
Solomon, Jasmin Prajapati,  Hitharidas 
Vaishnav, Shivani Khetan, Dr Rama 
Garg, Samhita Sarkar Sharma,Anju 
Kulchania, Kaukab Ahmad, Pawan Lo-
hia, Haryana, Sujata Jambhale, Manik 
Singh, Meena Ketan Patthanik, Anu-
priya Mittal, Anand Sharma, Gunjan 
Gupta Sharma, Kanchan Gupta, Sapna 
Sharma, Durga Saraoji (Ganesha Art 
Gallery),Shilpa Verma, Nittika Attrish, 
Zulfiqar Ali, Kalpna Chauhan, Arpit 
Gupta & Seema Gupta showcasing  
their talent through the 2nd National 
Group Art Exhibition. 

Sandeep Marwah and Sampson David  
inaugurated ‘Creations - Celebrating March’

9873104569, 011-25255122


